20 BRITISH PRIME MINISTERS
born in 1770. He received a good education at the
Charterhouse and at Christ Church, after the completion
of which he travelled for three years (1789-92) on the
Continent, making himself acquainted with France,
Italy, and Germany, and acquiring a working know-
ledge of their languages. On his return he entered
Parliament, and he signalised his entry by making a
maiden speech of such excellence as to win the warm
encomiums of Pitt. He specialised in foreign policy,
and acquired so high a reputation as an authority that,
when Addington became Prime Minister, he was in-
vited by him to become Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs. In that capacity it fell to his lot to carry
through the difficult and delicate negotiations that
ended in the Treaty of Amiens. He showed himself
completely competent for his task. When Pitt returned
to power (1804) he made Jenkinson—who since 1796
had been known as Lord Hawkesbury, and who under
that title had been raised to the Peerage in 1803—
Home Secretary and leader of the House of Lords. His
pleasant personality and unaggressive kindliness caused
him to be liked by all men. He was in high favour
with the King; he was able to reconcile Pitt and
Addington to one another after their serious quarrel
»of 1804.
That Lord Hawkesbury—who succeeded his father
as Earl of Liverpool in 1808—was not a mere tertium
quid is clearly indicated by the fact that, before he was
invited in 1812 to become Prime Minister, he had twice
declined the offer of that eminent position: he had
been asked to succeed Pitt in 1806, and Grenville in
1807. He had, however, been content to serve as Home
Secretary to Portland (1807-9), and as War Secretary to
Perceval (1809-12). In his latter capacity he had been
responsible for the conduct of the Peninsular War, and
it is sufficient tribute to his efficiency that he satisfied
the requirements of both Wellington, his commander
abroad, and Palmerston, his colleague at home. Neither

